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COMMITIEE ON AGRICULTURE
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Room 1301, Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Tuesday, July 16, 1974
Congressman E. (Kika) de la Garza, (D-Tex) Chairman of the Depart-
ment Operations Subcommittee, announced today that the Subcommittee will
hold public hearings on the world food supply - demand and population
situations, and world food reserves.
"Our Subcommittee could not undertake a study of these subjects at
a more crucial time," said Mr. de la Garza. "I have received reports
that mass starvation is occurring in several countries of the world at
this very moment while food stuffs the United States has supplied are
rotting at ports in these countries. I therefore feel it is necessary to
hear from Administration officials and others versed on this topic relative
to the effort the U. S. and foreign governments are presently putting forth
to ease human suffering resulting from hunger and starvation."
Mr. de la Garza stated that the Subcommittee is not only interested
in gathering additional detailed data on the existing crisis, but is
also deeply concerned about what steps are being taken in developing
long range solutions to food shortage and distribution problems around
the world.
"Simply pumping foodstuffs to starving populations to fill hungry
stomachs today cannot be considered a total solution to the problem,
especially in light of the fact that the world population is growing at
a more rapid rate than the food supply," said Chairman de la Garza.
The Foreign Agriculture Organization's World Food Conference is
scheduled for later this year in Rome, and certain Administration
officials have promised to unveil a comprehensive food policy this
month which reportedly will outline the U. S.' position on the question of
world food reserves. "ll1e SubcOllllllittee is interested in hearing what
progress the Administration has made on this important and controversial
subject", added Mr. de la Garza, and has consequently designated a portion
of the hearings for discussion of this topic".
The public hearings have been set for July 23, 24, and 25, 1974, in
Room 1301 Longworth House Office Building, commencing at 10:00 A.M. each
morning. Those wishing to testify should notify the following:
Mr. Steve Allen, Staff Consultant
Committee on Agriculture
U. S. House of RepI;.esentatives
Room 1301 LHOB
Washington, D. C. 20515
